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CN stated that the driver behind the need for more inland capacity is the consumption of goods – such as food and 
consumer goods sold in stores. The demand is based on population growth in Milton and Halton; the proposed 
infrastructure is intended to help alleviate the congestion in terms of moving goods in and out of the Halton region. 

Discussion: Community benefits and additional comments 

CN noted that some options for potential community benefits have been highlighted, which have been discussed with 
community partners, and CN wants to hear feedback on what would be of interest to participants.  

• A participant noted it is unlikely that anyone at the table would disagree there is a need for this type of facility, based on 
the growing economy and population in the region, and as a community they recognize that these facilities have a 
benefit and a purpose. The participant expressed that they do not want the facility at this specific location, near houses; 
there are industrial zoned areas in Milton that are closer to the highway, with access to the mainline . While it may be 
more expensive to grade those sites, this would show that CN is willing to work with the community to find a solution 
that works for everybody.  

Judy Kirk and CN thanked everyone for their participation in the meeting, and encouraged people to complete feedback 
forms, ask questions and continue to participate in the consultation.  
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CN Milton Logistics Hub 
Public Consultation September 18 – October 31, 2017 
Small Group Meeting – Milton, Ontario 
OCTOBER 18, 2017 TIME: 6:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.  LOCATION: BEST WESTERN MILTON  

 

ATTENDEES 

Ariah Tell 
Branko Radisic 
Devinder Gill 
Eric Chan 
Gurmeet Sidhu 

Mabel Watt 
Maggie Chan 
Robert Visentin  
Satnam Dhaliwall 
Thomas Padin 

CN PROJECT TEAM  
Darren Reynolds, CN 
Drew Redden, CN 
Luanne Patterson, CN 

 CONSULTANTS 
Al Legett, Stantec 
Robert McBride, BA Group 

FACILITATOR Judy Kirk, Kirk & Co. Consulting  

NOTE TAKER Elizabeth Young, Kirk & Co. Consulting 

KEY THEMES  

1) Participants expressed concern about the volume of trucks coming in and out of the terminal each day (800 trucks per 
day). 

2) Participants expressed concerns about potential light and noise impacts from the proposed project.  

3) Participants had questions about how the local road network will operate with planned upgrades, including traffic 
circles.  

4) Participants expressed concerns about the number of trains and the growth in length of trains resulting from the 
proposed project.  

5) Participants suggested interest in economic benefits to the local trucking community.   

Introductions  

• Judy Kirk (Kirk & Co.) welcomed participants and encouraged participants to complete feedback forms in writing or 
online. She informed participants that the consultation summary report will include all of the feedback from the 
meetings and written submissions and feedback forms. 

• CN provided a safety briefing, highlighting emergency response protocols for the meeting. 

Project Overview 

• CN walked participants through the discussion guide and provided an overview of the proposed Milton Logistics Hub, 
including information about CN and intermodal; the need for the project; the environmental assessment process; and 
project-specific information including components, site selection and proposed mitigation.  

Discussion: Project Benefits 

• One participant asked for an overview of track expansion in Milton.  
 
CN responded that there will be three service tracks off the main line; adjacent to that there will be three more tracks 
called “pad tracks” which are more spread out and will carry rail cars parked while containers are unloaded from the 
trains onto trucks. The existing mainline running from Derry to south of Britannia  Road is currently a single track and will 
become two tracks in that area; with additional tracks in the area. Nothing south of Lower Base Li ne will be expanded. 

• One participant asked if hazardous materials will be transported on these trains.  
 
CN responded that no dangerous goods will be handled in the terminal; no tankers, only containerized traffic. Within a 
container there are some goods that will be classified as a dangerous good, like paint or paint thinner. Approximately 
2.5% of goods moved on CN’s network are classified as dangerous goods.  

• One participant commented that a resident of Bronte Street has been in dispute with CN for 12 years regarding flooding 
on their land. The participant asked how CN can focus on improving the southern region of Milton while ignoring other 
areas like his neighbour’s land.  
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CN responded that the issue of flooding in the resident’s lands will be brought back for review and a response will be 
provided. A stormwater management system will also be designed to handle water captured within the terminal in two 
ponds, allowing water to flow back into Indian Creek. 

• One participant asked about the maximum truck capacity at the Milton Logistics Hub.  
 
CN responded that based on current operations and the anticipated number of trains at the terminal, the Milton Logistics 
Hub will be designed to accommodate a maximum capacity of 800 trucks per day. For comparison, the Brampton 
Intermodal Terminal currently handles about 2500 trucks per day. It is expected that some of that volume will move from 
the Brampton terminal to Milton.  

Discussion: Noise 

CN highlighted project benefits and mitigation measures, including traffic management and noise in the discussion guide.  

Stantec provided an overview of the noise study they conducted at the site.  

• One participant asked if the reports were reviewed by government and if any feedback was received from government 
agencies.  
 
Stantec responded that the information in the reports are on record on the CEAA public registry and explained CEAA’s role 
as a regulator. Stantec serves as an independent third-party consultant. An overview of the panel process was given, and 
it was noted that we are currently in the middle of the process; all questions and responses given as part of this process 
can be found on the public registry. 
 
Judy Kirk noted that the review panel process is Canada’s most thorough environmental review process.  

• One participant asked how the recommendations in the report will be applied at the construction phase.  
 
CN responded that when the panel presents recommendations to the minister on the approval or rejection of the project, 
a number of conditions can be applied, such as monitoring and follow-up studies. It is normal for the regulatory agencies 
to require CN to conduct monitoring and follow-up studies on areas such as noise to determine if the predictions in 
reports were accurate. Monitoring and mitigation measures that CN is proposing to implement during construction and 
operation are also listed in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
 
Judy Kirk noted that the conditions mentioned by CN have the force of law.  

• One participant asked for the noise levels measured in the initial assessment.  
 
Stantec responded that noise levels can be found in the noise technical data report , which is available on the CEAA 
website, Appendix E of the EIS. The noise assessment lists all the sources used to determine the noise levels. 
 
Judy Kirk noted that any questions regarding the reports can be directed to CN at the email address on the back of the 
discussion guide. 
 

Discussion: Light 

CN highlighted mitigation measures for lighting at the site. 

• One participant asked how illumination levels were measured.  
 
CN responded that the process for measuring light was similar to that for noise; present light levels are compare d against 
expected levels once the terminal is complete.  
 
Stantec noted that illumination levels will be very similar to that of a full moon. Display boards at the open house 
illustrated how the facility is anticipated to look at night. 

• One participant asked about the visibility of light pollution from the terminal at night. 
 
Stantec responded that estimates indicate that light will be shielded to the working areas to limit light trespass at night. 
The estimates are based on manufacturing specifications, the shielding, and what has been observed at other sites. Lights 
could reach a height of 30 metres, with minimal trespass outside the facility. 
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Discussion: Air Quality 

CN noted that studies conducted by Stantec determined that emissions would be within federal standards.  

• One participant asked how emissions from trucks could be measured at this time. 
 
Stantec responded that an air modelling calculation is conducted with the expected volume of trucks to develop an 
indication of what emissions would be at the proposed project site. The results of the calculation can be found in the 
technical data reports. 

• One participant asked if there will be a change in air quality for residences close to the facility.  
 
Stantec responded that there will be a change in air quality due to diesel emission s. Changes in diesel emissions and 
particulate matter that circulate from trucks being on the road are within the applicable guidelines, with the exception of 
PM10 (very fine particulate matter) during operations. Emissions and particulate matter exceed guidelines 0.1% of the 
time and they occur right at the fence line. 
 
CN noted that future emission measures are a combination of all other developments in the region. Planning estimates 
from the Region and estimated traffic volumes have been incorporated. 

• One participant asked about the height of the berm on the west side by Tremaine Road. 
 
CN responded that the berm or berm and barrier combination will have an estimated height of 5 metres.  

Discussion: Archaeology 

CN provided an overview of measures to be taken if artifacts are found on the site. 

• One participant asked if burial sites were found on the site, and if land for both the widening of the tracks and the 
widening of Britannia Road were examined. 
 
CN responded that the archaeological assessment of the site is 98% complete and so far no burial sites have been 
identified. The widening of Britannia Road is not being led by CN.  

• One participant asked if compensation has or will been provided to Aboriginal groups. 
 
CN responded that no compensation has been given; Aboriginal groups are engaged in the same way as other 
communities. Aboriginal groups have applied, like other organizations, to CEAA for the right to review the project.  

Discussion: Additional comments 

• One participant asked if the MLH will impact housing investments and if any compensation will be provided due to its 
impact on housing values. 
 
CN responded that they aren’t able to speculate on land valuation in Milton. The experience at other terminals varies, but 
they have not seen land values decrease around other CN terminals.  

• One participant asked why the location at Britannia Road was selected as opposed to Lower Base Line, where there are 
less residential properties, or closer to the industrial sites further north.  
 
CN responded that in earlier consultations with the Region, it was identified that Britannia Road would be expanded by 
the time the terminal was in operation. The road will be upgraded to a six-lane arterial road capable of handling truck 
volumes generated by the terminal, whereas other routes like Lower Base Line are not planned to accommodate truck 
traffic. 

• One participant asked when the upgrades to Britannia Road are expected to be completed. 
 
BA Group responded that the Region has begun the environmental assessment for the expansion from Tremaine Road all 
the way to Highway 407. The environmental assessment indicated a two-phase construction, with the first phase from 
Tremaine Road to Highway 25 expected to start last year. The project was then revised to a single phase  to build the 
entire project as a six-lane arterial road, and that required them to file an amendment to the environmental assessment, 
which they have done with the Ministry of the Environment. When that final approval is in place, it is CN’s understanding 
that the Region will proceed immediately with construction of the road. 
 
Halton Region noted that expansion of Britannia Road was due to residential growth and no expropriation  of land was 
expected. 
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BA Group noted that Tremaine Road was designed to be a six-lane road. It has a right-of-way capable of being six lanes 
at the moment. In some sections, it has been constructed with six lanes, while others have four lanes. The ultima te plan is 
to have all of the road in six lanes. This is to facilitate the overall growth of the region.  

• One participant asked where the sound barriers will be built and if graffiti will be an issue.  
 
CN responded that they will be built in several locations around the terminal. All facilities would be monitored, so graffiti 
is not expected to be an issue. Most of the barriers will be soil-based, while walls will be built when a 5-metre height is 
not achievable with soil. Materials for the wall will be considered later on in the process.  

• One participant asked about the Region’s plans to build an interchange at Highway 25 and roundabouts at Tremaine 
Road. 
 
BA Group responded that no roundabouts are planned for Britannia Road. Highway 25 south from Britannia has been 
upgraded to a robust new arterial road with no traffic circles. At north end, the Ministry of Transportation and the Region 
are in the process of replacing the interchange at Highway 25/401 with a new interchange with new bridge structures 
and ramps. It will consist of a longer bridge which will allow for the future widening of Highway 401. As for Tremaine 
Road, the Region has allocated funds in its budget, while provincial approval is required. The project to extend the road 
north of Steeles Avenue is proceeding. This piece of road is essential to support the growth in the Region and in Milton. 
The Region’s transportation staff have assured them that the road and roundabouts are designed to accommodate the 
movement of trucks. Their plans to remove roundabouts are uncertain at this point. 

• One participant noted that trucks would not be able to pass under Main & Tremaine Road unless they go through the 
middle, as the gap is too small. 

 

• One participant asked what will be done with a truck does not meet emission requirements.  
 
CN responded that the Province manages and monitors truck emissions. Stantec noted that it is a provincial 
responsibility. 

• One participant asked how many trains will pass through Milton per day. 
 
CN responded that currently 25-30 trains run along that line every day. As part of the project, 4 more trains are expected; 
2 inbound and 2 outbound. 

• One participant noted that 18-20 hours a day is a lot of train disturbance to the community. The participant expressed 
concern about train disturbance, along with noise pollution and truck emissions. 

• One participant asked if truck routes have been identified. 
 
BA Group responded that based on current routes, most trucks want to get to Highway 401 and will use interchanges on 
the arterial roads, such as Tremaine Road, on the future Highway 25, James Snow Parkway, and Trafalgar Road. Trucks 
are not expected to use anything other than the Regional arterial roads.  

• One participant asked what the expected schedule is, based on current project status. 
 
CN responded that they are expecting the terminal to be operational towards the end of 2020 or early 2021. They are not 
in control of the process as the environmental review process is controlled by the federal government. Should the project 
be approved, a two-year construction period is anticipated. 

Judy Kirk and CN thanked everyone for their participation in the meeting, and encouraged people to complete feedback 
forms, ask questions and continue to participate in the consultation.  

  




